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Pennsylvania Independent Regulatory Review Commission
Mr. Arther Coccodrilli, Chairman
333 Market Street, 14th Floor
Harrisburg, PA 17101

Dear Chairman Coccodrilli:

Attached, please find a resolution opposing high school graduation competency
assessments that was unanimously approved by our Board of School Directors on May 29,
2008.

It is our hope that you seriously consider this District's opposition to any regulation or
legislation that usurps the authority of the local school districts to determine whether their
students have earned a high school diploma.

Sincerely,

Dr. Timothy F. Kirby
Superintendent of Schools

UPPER PERKIOMEN SCHOOL DISTRICT EDUCATION CENTER
2229 E. BUCK ROAD, SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE, SUITE 1, PENNSBURG, PA 18073
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RESOLUTION

OPPOSING PROPOSED HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION COMPETENCY ASSESSMENTS
BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE UPPER PERKIOMEN SCHOOL DISTRICT

WHEREAS, the State Board of Edocatioo has approved a proposal to revise the correot high
school gradoatioo reqoiremeots ooder the Chapter 4 regolatioos to reqoire stodeots to pass a
series of staodardized high stakes Gradoatioo Competeocy Assessmeots io order to get a diploma;

WHEREAS, these oew reqoiremeots aod exams will be the same for all stodeots, whether they are
takiog college prep or vocatiooal coorses, are Eoglish laogoage learners or participatiog io
iodividoalized programs, aod all stodeots effectively will be reqoired to take the same coorses io
order to pass this oew battery of state tests; aod

WHEREAS, Chapter 4 correotly allows districts to ose either the PSSA or/igoroos local
assessmeots for their stodeots to demoostrate proficieocy of the state academic staodards; aod it is
misleadiog aod iocorrect to make the assomptioo that becaose stodeots demoostrate their
achievemeots oo local assessmeots rather thao the PSSA that there is a discoooect betweeo
proficieocy aod gradoatioo; aod

WHEREAS, althoogh the GCA proposal permits schools to ose a local assessmeot optioo, it
establishes oomeroos limitatioos, ioclodiog the elimioatioo of the ability to ose varioos assessmeot
strategies oow available to local eotities aod reqoires local tests to be closely modeled to the GCAs;

WHEREAS, decades of research shows maoy reasoos why staodardized peocil aod paper test
scores shoold oever be the determioiog factor io makiog major decisioos aboot stodeots, aod that a
diploma shoold be graoted based oo the coorsework, tests aod qoizzes, preseotatioos, projects aod
papers throoghoot the stodeot's career; aod

WHEREAS, the State Board of Edocatioo has oot prepared a cost aoalysis or fiscal oote, eveo
thoogh this will create a large fioaocial impact oo state aod local bodgets, aod the State Board's
owo costiog-oot stody did oot ioclode the costs for this oew system aod foood that the state already
is $4.4 billion short in helping school districts prepare stodeots to meet the academic staodards by
2014; and

WHEREAS, the proposal reqoires school districts to absorb maoy oew costs related to revisiog
corricolom, professiooal developmeot, test developmeot aod validatioo, test preparation and
administration, remediation and other costs. Given the state's fonding shortfall and the Act 1
limitations on tax increases, school districts have limited ability to fond these potential new costs.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of School Directors of the Upper Perkiomen
School District opposes the State Board of Education's proposal to enact Graduation
Competency Assessments aod aoy other regolatioo or legislation that osorps the aothority of
local school districts to determioe whether their stodeots have earned a high school diploma. This
resolotioo will be shared with the State Board of Edocatioo, state legislators ioclodiog local
legislators aod members of the Seoate aod Hoose Edocatioo Committees, and the lodepeodeot
Regolatory Review Commissioo.

Adopted this 2 9 * * day of CH _, 2008*zf
Signed, Attest:

School Board Presid¥n| Board Secretary (seal)


